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rtD:11roo d 

·.I1UlTlt.u ::s • .&Jll.l.ey 
l'oo'lhO:1tn B '-'OlUlt.:7 
'-''k.npte:'' n .... Tnne pl)rtotl')n 

".sdj t.or '-'ttl"1n I I, l"r1ce s reoent s ound off on t.he radio 

:!'l'\)m 140 w l ork t>rJnga (i. letter :!loom J!r • . "\obert ::.ar le of 

£Jt1:- 1' o.a. J.ll l1S0d . wi th re r.'l1n iBCencos oz the bul1d i:lB of the 

\Jroenb rJe r !1:s:1 1\'Jsy in l ev'). ne was 0. fore man with the .,J. "'. 

~t :t\ug ..... or.!pan:,.' t he rJrst c ') ll t rs(;tor who arrived in ;)eptember, 

1tllJ~ ; pit ched their camp of :.:::1no army ten~s stJ..l'\"r; g ed frOT!'! the 

t"& Qont ;:'psnJsh ~lr:'!e ' i ean ,.-c.r, end began operations a !':'l ile 

bel:)\,' hlarll nton at the Kee l'la c 6 on .,till 110UBa Run {now 

O)t1111'."e11 J , rU!llliTl8 into e. l o t o! ra ttle snel~es ane. e opper

h e&1is the firs t do;: in t t e jWlgles. 

'l'here '''os n 1'1118 ou~fi t or b ig !J.iss ouri mules nnd dre. ~t 

h:.!'ses t.> ope.:ste the DloVlS and screpers. :I.-hie b e i ng before 

:"":.8 jc.J.'e ~! ~ tOBm s ho,- :: l s . e nd ~he .. :rr6'" V'h:- !1r-: i lll:.: (: 11nret3. 

~,n r8c::-ulted t'J7 the duration of ";l) e job in .uorth ve.r.11na 

1 'l~gb16 . ~b) '''ere he ld in r. . or. or benel'olent Bubject1 QD 

11 _DC'I tlce ,,,. 1 t pleBRed tr.e r.lIiJlage",ellt to let the. 

: ~ l. J :h :~-.e quarterneste r and re turn \"henoe ~beJ ..,.... 

lell~· . ~r:e boe pos aud Mnn:' of _he l aborers 

. I Jro te- J ha". ftl .. n~·. hear d 1_ Ba i d tn, t roen 

.~ :-,e- ro : . j UGt tll:rleJ ( IJ Jll qU!l I". 1~n. 

-.or. :) : to r I'll '10 18 ,"'l1 r e he 

• ~~~r.1I 81\,\ h~1 

'irc-J!f: 'I' r& . 

Ttol 

1'1iIWI ... !' eO 



l/e l lJu trom d ied in n stroiaht ,leC,~e t in \;level611d ; ::le.n Tolal' i n 
, 

"i ty; .Dob 
' i , 11 }'as 

vanstan 1'Ies lest heard 01' 1 n .t'i t tBhur, jn IV "0 ; l.li k e "'olden drOl)ped hi s ,-:un O!l. the rl'l1r do-'ll in 
hlah rna n d i t went of~ nnd k i lle d him. tiks ~, lvin waB 

kill 
in th e ~hilippines . ~hese r:en a re re~en~ered by the 

'1 1111> 1 t an ts he r enboucs who '"fo r ke d on t he 1lU1la1n€; ")f 
1 e r 

ha r 1 .:)/:l d • 

"he edi t !)rs l"J r oth e r , who \"OS c"t ths."t: , 11e .... t. t i \,. or . i" - on 

he pnpsr , 1s 

• -,-ar le, 

the sllake killing refb r.' e d. to Ii , Ii tnes s to 

enC1 d1sse (; ted ones l' or h i s out one of t he IJ1 g 

eum " of na tura l h i s t ory. ~. ,,"{ . P. 

from --- " i roes ~·eb. 13 . 1940 l'o cah ontas ~ • 

by Jlorman R . Price 
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.Juenl t.1:l ~ .. ,1>1 lley 
t":)cohont.n8 ... ount.;5' 
~h6p~er B eeet.t on 2c 

THE RAIL.'qOAD IU POCJ..HOllTA.5 \,;OUI~'J."Y 

.ln lJecember. 1 890 . \,;ol ona l J ohn '.f . tiobr8'W of \irafton 

r.lBde 0. "lel t t? this oounty a nd purchasod the farm known B8 

•• 

Llarlina Dottom for 8 town s l ~e .. :ih ie purchaee o! the t own site 

\Vas the firs t intlmation t hat the COun t 3 people hed of (\ 

proposed re.ilJ:'ay development . ihe plan "'as t ha t the ~amden 
~ys tem of railroads was ~o be extended up the ~lll1nDe ~lver , 
a c ros s the divide at tho head of ~tony \,;rce):.. and to t.'!B.rlln t"n. 

It was B part of the plan that the lihe s a p eake and Uhio 

railroed would buil1 an extension from the Hot ::.prings to 

,larli !1t on e nd conne ct wi th the 0sr.ld el1 Rond at that place. 

The town of Ma rlinton "'fiS laid off in town lotB in 

169 1 . end widely advert ised as 6. pIece "'her e 0. tOV'Yl could be 

b Uilt . 'J. he bui lding of 6 railrond was regarded as a certainty. 

i 'h e Poce h oll tes .oeyel Jpn ent Company was chartered and took 8 

dee d for 64 0 s c res on which the town was to be built. 

"l'hey put ,'a luable improVlDents . on it . An offer of 116000 to 

be epplied on 0 new court house was mode . if the pe<>ple of 

' he county " oul d chnnge t he county sent from rlunterBvl11e to 

I.Arlinton . 'rho e le c tion held ill the fo11 of 1691 gaTe tbe 

Ooa.'1:l" lon t to l4tl rlinton . which at t)!r.t l1ioe h !,d a papule" 

f :r. •• h tUl4 red po opIe . 

'he ro 'l r on~ "08 nn built at thet tir •• b.oauee 

II ~~.:r lion I 0 "III 011 CtlMO to tho OOUIl t)/ • \,olonel UoGra" 

• 1, I h ' ~ " 1 . Ut ~urbtn and 

'.r e'~D" t, tr: to tnt.r.ftt 

"00:11 r, ! ~ 4.,.\ , p It -lth a ral1r .... 

\ 



a t e ottention woe colle4 to the notu=al grnde tor a rnI1roo4 

up ~roenbTj or niver. sO he hod 0 sur't'8Y 001& from :tonc8,·el't. 

t o ~rllnton at 0 c03 t of ~ lO . OOO . sod It woe on thIs 1ocat.lon 

that the railroad roBS after words built. 

'he Cr e onbrier Vi ,·lslon o~ t ho t;be sopsaks an4 Ohio 

."I.1111,,:oy WllS begWl 1n le~9 . It 1 8 8 branch of the U\flI11 line st. 

rJhJ tc omb . u reonbrie r ~O·W1t;y. and extsb ds north1'fe. rd acroee this 

COWl t ll i n to .?oco h ont88 coun ty. fol l ow1ng the Gre e nbriar :tiTer 

to 1ts northern term1uot10n at \'l1nterburn ::statlon( 'l·horn,..-ood 

.t . O. ) At Durbin 1 t conne cts ",;1 th t he Western JJllr~j 1and rtoll'f"8J_ 

It was completed to .a.farllnton in 1900. ·l·he nrrival of the 

first train t o tha t plnc e in th6.t same year \V8.S made B publio 

ceremony . ~ome thousands ga the red here aud barbeDued beef end 

had !l os 181>r8 ti on. The t night when t hey .ro turned to :toDC8-vert. 

they told that .,hen the train got t o j.!nrl1nton that the ~eat 

cr,,,d go the red around the l ocomo t l ve end tho ~8ng~ne.r 
requ.e ted t hee to gl ve,'him rooe to turn around they clear4 

6. apace at E~oe scre s . Th1s o~ course was onl~1 8. looallzea 

ue (;:!ote . 

• ,. !1'1e Ta ck coe completed t o va s s in 1901. to Durbia 

In lJ0 2 . and t o 1i1nterburn in 1905 . The coep1et1on o! t.llb 

rl>llr,t.4 f.rhed I nar ero i n tho prosperi ty o~ l'ocahon-., 

e~· .... nt~ • 4 h oon tlnued 1)0 ono ?~ the noa t 

• 10 to ,~h. Q"uu t:,' . 

In repl, t~ ~n In~ulrl :0 rill I" HI 

IIn l ~!'f' ck 1.,., •• the lat • 

• 110 I til. t,l1 ""aa ._r" 



-' 

" 'J'he cone ructi on o~ tho braJlch began in Juno .lA'J9 . Dnd "0.8 
c\)mpl e ted i n Juno. l Y06. :L'he doto o:! t"'c 1'1rst operation of 
trai ns o .... er the li r eenbrlor Br o nch i n ..?ocahont88 count:,o "'oe in 
1900 . 'j'he miloge 0-: this brsilch in rocahont,88 county. 1"' •• Ve. 
113 , m9in lIne. 65 . 5 miles. with 12.73 Diles o'! e1d1ngs." 

In 1905 fr om 0. report by the ~e cretary of ~tat. 

on the as s essed 'va luati on of railroA.d property in \l eet '"lrginla 

the ureenbr l er hrob ch )~ the c . "ad O. ~8ilro8d in ~oc6hont8. 

county woe g iven os follOws : .Pocahontas county- 62 . 9:> n!leB 

coin l Ine 8t A ye lue of ~ 3 . 630 . per mile . rnal:.1ng a total , slue 

of ~. in l ine of ~ 228 . 508 . 50. ~ength of siding-- 9 . 31 miles 

at 8 ,,"slUe of v 1. 650 . pe r mile. Total of sidings ~15.460.bO . 

'J:ot8.1 , c lue of t ool s end machine.ry ,v440 . 00 

_slue of buildings Bud real es tate ~4 .620.00 

'elegraph ui ne -- 04 miles at a total value of ~2.240 .00 

urand total of all toxable pr oper tJ--v320.514 .00 



I n :tl " e ;>e8 2" 8 • 190C t, 1.:.10;. . :o~· ... ~ - t. •• "',unt: c .... .-:1'\f'~ 1 

fr or b e inG o n a J ! :'~e !'e .... c"~.., :.1o= 1:1 to?:e _tale 1"'- P~ ""ut 

r8 i l~oc ~ to t~e c~a~t~ ha~1 :~e ~=eatee t ~&11r~j c~ l&£e i n 

t he ~ tDte. ~ he CQ~t~ bels n t~ de~e l '? at ~ .~e . ~rOD 1900 to 

l ':HO ~oc6h ont8.e had r n i ncrease 1n p)j.lulation o! ~::, ,..~tc"'l ..... 

1n~ze lJ j ue to the construction of ~~e ~n l1ron~ . ~~h.r town~ 

spr a ng uj) 011 r l ,ntr t lte r,ute anj bo r l'lr It.:=a f:J.
o 

t 'le c .)\.mt J 

bee on . J48rllnton chr.JlE:ed !r,)::J t t.)'l'"I1 \J:f 171 po"'p1e to on~ .. , t h 

1.64 5 by 1:.110 a nd to 1 , 117 1n 11J20 . .. he ureenbrlf1r -j.'t..IU\Q:, of the 

Union '.l'snning I,..Or.lpeDJ ot ue" lork W(l8 bu1l t at uar11nton 1n 1\101, 

end emploj"ed around 150 cen . J.he l'ocah')utt.:s lfiuners a t ~ r.nlL 

\'.'69 built 6 0l)n sfte_' t he complet \ oU of t.bo rol1rond to t.l'a t .,1r" •• 

:.I.'he f e r me r e nl)"; hod \,s:; to get their Cht." le . sheep , p nu1 tr:-

ona o t '1er fn r r:l produ~t8 to I"'"ArJtet \~1 thout dr1T! -r t~e oT8."lRu4 

t;) enO': h !H' SLa te . It vm s nl longer nO(a\ 8 en:j t) ,1 ) t ) 11111\""1'0 

lind Oth e r r ll ilroad ccn :.ore out 0= the c ounty nn d h .,ul 111 1'004. 

by wogon t ~llln . ::linee there we:o :r~ur poe90ngo : tralu. per 51, 

up 6n d down the pre . nbr ier .'iver much 0:: t he travel to nnA 1'1'_ 

l.:.arlillt on the ClU!l t ,Y see t O!1j othci"" p.:> lnts 0 11 ti .e railroa' ".. 

b;: t ra in ''''t11 t he coci n,;: 01 the nu tor.1obile 

it more conT ~ J J ic nt to t~a Tel by o u tomobi le . 

~ 
At t i c p r e sent t ;,e!'6 1s t h e one p8es ~nger,up ~ 

,,"1on ceYert 111 t t' e foreno on e nd bact do'"'n in the 

hilI! eAeoHne ongi ne lnste p. d of s tenm. 'rho !'re1~ht 

OLI O ;jIlY lI \ bo cl: do,"n t ',9 n.", t. 

1'ho totions ona poe t~:r:!'1"eB are ae follow.: 

Lute r 11l8 Poc;"holl t&o Oll lJro}p :.iountal11 34.8 mil •• 

c. tire t " t op 1. 
D.o r4 • • ••• _ • ••• • • __ 101.3 mil • • 

~.eL.rt ___ • __ __ •• _. &8.6 • 



\;''''to£8 ---- _____ 50 . ') r-.! lcc :';-,x: :.onc.~.rt 

~uckeJe-------_ 5~ . O " • 

~rl1nton-- ---- :6 . 9 .. " • 

~l over L1ck-----73 . 9 n • 

::31 t11n8 toll ------ ?9 . 7 " • • 
CSSB -------- __ __ 83 . 5 • " • 

Hosterman--- -- - 90 . 9 • • • 
Boyer Illott ingl:uc : .u.) 

Durbln----- ------9~ . 4 " " 

Bart~w--- ----- - - 100 . 9 ., " .. 
lHnterburnlThornl"lood P . O. J 103 .7 01108 !ror.t !1onc(l,..r t 

Uthe r p os t offices In tho C Oil.'l! :;' bu t 91 tur ted ~n Rt rr or 

rure l f!'D C deli,·e ::-:t' r ')ute s are: 

Boser, J:)urr . .t::dray . Iro.t, 

lJoreen J:)n !JX , !l1lleboro , Jacox . riunte "nina . 

l..lnwood , l.obeUe , .t...o ce • U1l1 <'oint. 

Onota, ::l I e. t:; l""ork . ~p 1 ce • Lln.~ebnba ~prlnt •• 
n·oodrow .. 



41oilronde 

JULliitn ~. Dill e;; 
ro .;:n"l.ontao .... OtUltr 
April 1 2 , 1941 
~h'pter 8ee ctjon : 0 

"ootarn t.llJ,r:: lond !\811rond--~p!'uce Dran(.;h 

Jh1a b runch o! the "n l1r'Jnd "". 8 llul1t b:! t"':Q "reen1)!'lrr. 

t..hORt f)ud .e.lk :fr.1 1 rond t..:l-:PnJ 1il in 1911. :!'hclr "'ertltlc8~e of 

In -.: :>rp-':)rntion os towld i 'l iJe 01 ~o !>k .... 6 pBC-"e 2I::JS Ie 1'.8 :t'o11oV1B. 

" ;)eptenbe r 27 , 1910 . ',l'h e rc ilr,od r1:1 ch ~ . 1 s co.::- p !>rntlon 

prop osos til bui ld wi ll COr.'lf.'l(m ...: e at or neer l:IOM!e i n 1\,..nd01ph "' 

t..;)unt.:.~ on t he ::ih l , 'e!'s l":)r~ of \,;hee t :-: i ver t' once b:: -:he mos t 

P:'80 tl cob le r.Jute b ", 0 ;:" 1r t he 'yulle;,' o~ :;htn-ers .ro::,;;. of 1".1le&t 

!\1 ,-e r 1!J t ., .(O _&h~!lt8s 1",O~ t;; to t h e 1"': tors of l:Ilg ~prlng %)rf'nch 

o! =-1.1. ;1.1 YO !' and b.'.' \"Ins of -;hc '~8 11e :; of blk to s:)~e point n8E.r 

"ebs te:' ::'i>;; inge in hebs ter ,",o.m t~' : wi'!h n oranch u p tloe Old .rie14 

:-- :) :"k or .olk :ti Ter t , S'Jn:C p?int on tt.e J!O ::-11nt~n &n~ .... t'Dden 

~11r'" j In rocchon ts s ; wi t h tl ' )::'s nch l i ne !r ' 0 '!.hat POiDt ftt 

;,:- &ear t l':o ::.luth I)f .:ll r ty l' o:"k end up ~ln ty c~rk "'re ek to a 

lnt on the \.r en.!! U ~o11:,ond a t .... l o' ·er .Lic);.; Bud with. braDoh 

I r .'De p~l:... t 8 L or Jloo. r t ho O:lu th of 1a11er ,ort. of 

U "h. r In :',,,, l)lph coun t :! . "'ho prl:oclpn l bud" ... obi .. 

~ _1 ;:.e.I . 

" H',l ook "ftl .bO .OOO dl~lded into .~are. .. ·~ :ot 1~1 • wo-.: 

• 1.;:ahr···· •• . I1 ... fork ~l t; ••.•••.• _ ., ...... • ..... _- .. _--
" .. ' 0:1 ~lt' •• _______ _ 

• •• ••• y.,:, ",l 

• • "1'1---
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f/J!!S'l'-': 'W JlA.~YLAIlD .P.A!L.'lOAD in POCAHO!ITAS 

Durbin Dranch 

" 'J.'ho .Durbin Drsuch of the '"estern llarylcnd lto. l1 .. a, 

oxtends f rom ~lklnB in ~endolph ~ounty. to Durbin and there 

COlll'18C tS l'J i th t he J1heeapeoke and Ohio Re l1r oad-tJre cnbrler DIvI s ion 

According to J . tt . J$rooc8 . ~uperl n tendeaZ. this brnnch Tle6 

cooplete d by tho 1,;081 eud Iron Rni ll-Jay vornpany on August I, 

1903 . Bnd wee pur chased by the prasent owners on NOV81"'lber 1. 

1905. In ~ocahontue GOW1ty there are 17. b2 o lIos of ~nln track 

wi th 2. 01 miles of sidings." 

Olpruce Branch 

+ " During 1928 the li'estern llar :y 16nd :tal1,,;a y l.iompany 

pu:-chSE ed t.hat portion ot th.' u r eenbrier . ~hea t a nd r!lk 

:tBilroad boghmlng Bt Che6t JW1Ctioll in nandolph I..ountl'. ,.nd 

extend i ng south al ong vhs\"e rs l':ork t o ::)pruce. where 1't turns 

res t. croeslng through tne moun'ta ln~ pasf: es bet'''e l' ll the he"d-

,.c t.e r e 01 'i'ygart. ""hen t and :ilk :tl verso and then down Dig :Sprint 

t~rl: ~! ::.lk :-.. j yer tt> .tba ~ ;\' la.l!flge of ::sla ty l'~ ork. From thi8 

po!u ~ 1 t extonds northwestward down mai n :.; l k :ti'\"er. ltD""" 
ae •• 1nto nood olph ~~W1ty at the oouth 0: UOugl0B ,ort. 

"lot. ra11ro'ld 18 en tiroly of s tandard ganga. tr..e prit~clpal 

• c'l~ ~! whIch In provlouB yonra was 0 log carrier tor 

r s 
ltr 

Ii.O':i:.;it1 

"JS rJ:SnS. lul p nn,\ .l'npe r ,",oMpsny . 

t. nUll l frelph 

,.!> h~ 

r.tt. tar • • 

nnJ plt,,,,,onae r ea :'"T1: ce tn t.h!. 

clu, .. utOIlOI\ •• ",1 !.p,dU 

I>HIl .... Ilhlph "nS .orth .... ulla" 
• • ro---n • la. ~.~l~loal oQrY',. 



!I~U!'bln_ -~6 : .cb 

"he n t h e \';0&1 bnd iron :\.6ilroad ::-eGc!:'~d. roh.a t 1. nOT: 

"cs t D~b in anj t he .... h esapee:&.e l·nj Ohl o "'·1:8: i.~ no .... Durbin . 

both htd thei r . eUr,e:;'B thr.Jugr. ~~8 t i n celled :.he !1a::.)t"'a 

j ust a b 1"e .uurl' 1n . .toot"': r oed e r.e :·e f.u."'tlous ~) 10.:: stee l ~":.ro\.(h 

t he e~ P . but the .... . ~n1 0 rus t ed crew i n 1no ;:;et':;.:';}a:.· n!~.'k ', 

ion Oct'Jber 1 '.102 . Sunde:, esr, In~e nse uctl'\' 1 ties f.nl \':~on t'Tt'lI' bt! · 

(;6 I.lS a f1r t car 10cj9d \": i t '~ : ie s s t ool c:t t.h e 81 • .1 .): :.he 8 tee l . 

'J.'h a t is ,"h e re th.e s" 'it ch 1 ~ l 1cn te d r 1illf, into t ' e 2" ... Rho!\ tRR 

'i'onnillB \,;orn pu n;y sIding n t :"rsllk . e o t he .... ond U go t f\~ct\" of 

t he "';001 and l r )n . They 1 ate::- extend ed. t'1e1r 11ne to W1nle r 'hul"n • 

.Dotii.! c?i.pen i es had been a n:dou8 to bull" ~·\ ·. o th1 ~ ee n tion 

S O as to ope n up t~e ,ss t t i ~be::- s ections . 

'J:he Durbin b::-e nch of the n aste!'n lJe. r y1nn! :t8 11r?nd of 

17 . 62 &..11es ex te :ldl n~ ~ :- or:\ !Ju t' t. i n to : h e d i"!do into l\ondl')lph 

\; Ouli t~; extend e d t h:-ough one of t "of' l"lche~ t t10 b er r ect t ::mo of 

the c'Junt:; . ).,llr.Iber ..,;ompan ios cane In:~ :.h1 s scc tion 88 80 In "B 

t he r a i lr oa d \"68 co~p le'!..od I. n :1 th e 1 -ml)er t , WnB o f 0 11dfl11. 

tJeA' trude , 141y . Drbucher, IAede11ne . U1 1'\'e nnd !jurner s prang up 

a nd ~' l ,url shcd for about fiftocn yerrr s . 'l 'he I Hn d roo e i n '\"alue 

u.! lt i l it wa e wo!' th s?net1~ lng l1ke ~5 . 000 . 000 ~O:" t '\':.e tinber 

8 1 ' :1c . on:l n:>w tho t the t imbe .~ h =; e been cut it iR hel:!. e. t .00000iIII 

thi ne.: 11 ~:.e :.05 .00 e n c ere f)( g r llz ing . '.l'h e .... 081 6n1 l rOD. 

II ': 1 £ 1 on 'J! l'o1Bn l th nnd. p:aspe_·! t;: thfi t IIp.me once c; an~ure 4. 

"')T. t-h e lt~n l h:.B boen , t rl}lp -.l 0-: ' t s t i r'lber on l the l"e~i aa 

'n.,,,' l ? ")itl at-orn 01'1 1 wild nut nnlto d . fi t l Ohrt a eTen p oet 
X. w"l-h-) 
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